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DISABILITY RIGHTS CENTER

Celebrating 30 Years -- 1977 to 200

The Protection and Advocacy System for People with Disabilities in Arkansas

30 Years of Advocacy
—It's been a Bumpy Ride-Disability Rights Center 1977 — 2007

When Disability Rights Center (formerly Advocacy Services,
Protection and Advocacy System in Arkansas we started witha  $20,000 federal appropriation
for our single Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with D evelopmental Disabilities program

Inc.) was designated as the

and one and % staff members focusing primarily on representi ng clients against their local
school districts to ensure that the Education for All Handic apped Children Act, passed in 1975,
was implemented. Since we started in 1977, regulations for Se  ction 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act 1973 were adopted; the Civil Rights for Institutional Per sons Act was passed in 1979;
the Fair Housing Amendments of 1988 included protections for people with disabilities;
the landmark legislation, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, was signed into law
by President George H.W. Bush. Today, DRC has 8 federally aut horized programs protecting
the rights of all individuals with disabilities in Arkansas w ith federal appropriations equaling
$1,357,813 and a staff of 23.

Although there have been many advances, discrimination con tinues. We still end ourselves
representing students with disabilities who are discrimin ated against by their local school

What is Act 15937
Page 3
Fall Family Fest
Military Family Night

Governor Appoints

Task Force districts; representing clients against their rehabilitat ion counselors; employees being
discriminated attheirjob because oftheir disability; res identswho are notreceiving appropriate
Page 4 _treatment while in an institutioni residents not being allq wed _to_ leave _the institution and live
independently; recipients not being able to go to work while  retaining their SSI or SSDI; people
AHEAD with disabilities who are not provided assistive technology devices; government agencies not

making their programs available to people with disabilitie  s; or business not making their goods
and services available to people with disabilities, and inaccessible h  ousing...it goes on and on.

Collaboration with agencies, providers, consumers and fami ly members to protect the rights
of people with disabilities in Arkansas has been a priority f or DRC for 30 years. We worked
with consumers, family members, organizations, legislato rs and businesses to form groups like
MINDANET, PEOPL, the ADA Roundtable, CAN DO, KIDS Count Coal ition, ARPIE, and advisory
councils for our traumatic brain injury and mental health pr ograms to work with us to advocate
for change so that people with disabilities can lead indepen  dent, and productive lives. DRC has
organized numerous media campaigns to focus public attenti on on ways to salvage Medicaid
when cuts were proposed because of so-called budget short fa lIs; or expose the “culture of
abuse” we found at the Arkansas State Hospital; or protect th e rights of youth from abuse
and neglect in the juvenile justice system; or question the | ack of special education programs
in alternative learning environments. Our creative public  service announcements in conjunction
with CAN Do, Inc. and our Voting Rights DVDs have shown people with disabilities that they
can lead valued lives participating in their communities. Our successful client and systemic
advocacy on behalf of people with disabilities is due in larg e part to the hard work of each of
these groups, the DRC Board, our advisory council members and staff.
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To read more about the 30 years of DRC, visit our website @ www.arkdisabilityr

Check out our website:
www.arkdisabilityrights.or?

Jifh Hudson 1942%200

In Memoriam

On October 1, 1977, Governor Pryor appointed Jim to be théstateadvocate for people with developmental disabsitide worked in
the ofece of Governor Pryor in the basement of the Capitol ur8id1#hen he became the Executive Director of Advocacy Serviae$ABI)
and moved into ofeces at the Medical Arts Building. Jim left hisipon at ASI in 1981 to become the Director of the Division ofviges
for the Blind. A position he held until his death on November 247 20ith was a tireless eghter for the rights of people withhiges. His
work during the time he was Executive Director of ASI enabledynchiidren with disabilities to participate equally in owbpc schools.
He will be missed.
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DRC released its new publication:

IDEA: A Parent’s Guide booklet, a parent-friendly introduction
to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. A companion
to the larger 90+ page DRC ‘Bluebook’ (Parent’s Guide Civil
Rights/Education), the new booklet is a collaborative effort of
the Arkansas DD Network (Governor's Developmental
Disabilities Council, Partners for Inclusive Communities,
and the Disability Rights Center). We incorporated input
from disability organizations and parents from around the
state when writing the booklet. Attorney J. William Cain, Jr.
(deceased) was the primary author, taking on the challenge of
reducing the law and our Bluebook to this much briefer new
resource for parents of children with disabilities.

Please let us know if you would like a free copy (copies for
parents) of this neat 4%2” X 8 %2 booklet.

What is Act 1593? Calendar for System of Care

Act 1593 of the 2007 Regular Session, seeks taldish the

principles of a System of Care for behavioral healire services meetlng SChedUIe

A PARENT’S GUIDE
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for children and youth as the public policy of @#tate.” The Act: 12/18/2007 11:30 AM

» Creates a governor-appointed Children’s Behaviokealth Family and Youth Network Group Meeting
Care Commissiorwhich will be appointed by August 2007. The 12/20/2007 11:00 AM
commission will have ten (10) to twenty (20) rejer@sitives of youth, Local Infrastructure Work Group Sub-Committee
families, advocates, providers, and other crititakeholders. (Care Coordination)

* Requires the Department of Human Services, utigeadvisement 1/3/2008 1:00 PM

Behavioral Health Care Commission Meeting
2404 N. University, UA Board Room

1/15/2008 1:00 PM
Outcomes and Assessment Work Group Meeting

of the Commission, to:

Ensure that children, youth and their familiesfalepartners
in all aspects of the system of care;

Revise Medicaid rules and regulations to increasality, location too be announced
accouhtablllty and appropr!ateness of Medicaid tminsed 2/5/2008 9:30 AM
behavioral health care services; Training and Work Force Development Committee
Define a 4800 W. 7", DBHS conference
. Stricken language would be derl\?:‘: !;rr‘ulrsr\s:r;(;lz:due'r‘llr:\:de\::gﬁ%isvg:mybe added to the law as it existt
standardized A 1555 o the Regular Sesson 2/21/2008 1:00 PM
screening and: soceeaesy CABIH Behavioral Health Care Commission Meeting
a S S e S S m e n | j Regular Session, 2007 HOUSE BILL 235i 2404 N UnIVGI’SIty, UA Board Room
process designe( | p i sonme b e o ous ran s e 7o 4/17/2008 1:00 PM
to provide early e —————————— Behavioral Health Care Commission Meeting
identification Of 12 I’:’Iowery,v(‘ls\ld:w:;\l, RHGII‘eIe)n, Hoyl,:;:le:zznt,‘lcd:::ﬂ:y,(;e(:ge‘ Dunn, L. Evans, Jeffrey, Sullivi 2404 N. UanerSIty, UA Board Room
loore, Wood, Pyle, Hall, Davenport, D. Hutchinsiods, Burkes
Condltlons that 11 By: Senators Salmon, R. Thompson, Madison, Trusty 6/19/2008 1:00 PM
12 . . . .

require behavioral = Behavioral Health Care Commission Meeting
h ea I t h care i: AN ACT TO ES::;LlAs'::;;?Niiizlglpefsvsmm oF 2404 N. UnlverSIty| UA Board Room
services; and  « A e ST 8/21/2008 1:00 PM

Develop an & T e Behavioral Health Care Commission Meeting

t pb 20 CHILDREN, YOUTH AND THEIR FAMILIES; AND FOR OTHER location to be announced
outcomes-base(= PURPOSES.
data system 2 10/16/2008 1:00 PM

2 Subtitle Behavioral Health Care Commission Meeting
to S U p port a.n 25 AN ACT TO ENSURE BETTER UTILIZATION AND |0Cat|0n tO be announced
improved system >, eSSl
of tracking, CHILDREN YOUTHAND THERFAMILES For more information contact: Elisabeth Wright Burak
ili DHS Di f Poli PI ing—DHS L ff

a C ((;0 udn t a-b I.I I ty gz BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: EllssabeI:ECBtﬁ::a()k@Zrllfgnasnaciqoa\;]r;gg-esg-28644ead Sta
a n . e C I S I 0 n - 33 SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 20, Chapter 47 is a mended to add an
mak| ng . 34 additional subchapter to read as follows: http//WWW arSOC.Org/

35 20-47-601. Title.






AHEAD
TheBoard ofhe Arkansas Association on Higher Education and Disabitiy AR
selected DRC'S Latisha Y. McClendon as a Member at Ladge’sVic@erbership

in this association will provide DRC the opportunhygritealith other ARK-AH

members on issues regarding students transitioning from schoolrtocalledeanc

Contributions to DRq\"emor'aIS

n memory of Anthony Minyard

since October 2006 cristee Minyard

Donations — 0 to $50

Olivia Root

Frank and Terry Milat
Lendora Early

Karen Nellums
Robert Waite

Penny Willmering

51 - $100

Bill (John) Peters

$101 - $1000 +

In memory of John Albert Healey
Nan Ellen East

In memory of J. William (Bill) Cain, Jr
Amy RosSi
Nan Ellen East

In memory of Christy Godwin Tilbury
Nan Ellen East

In memory of Susan Swift
Frank Swift

In memory of James (Jim) Hudson
Disability Rights Center

Contact us any time, (501) 296-1775 in

a‘zK_lAittle Rock, or 1-800-482-1174 V/TTY.

If you do not have access to the internet
EABNd would like to receive information or
/o publications from DRC, please contact
us. If you do not wish to receive future
newsletters or other mailings or emails,
please let us know by contacting us via
phone or email.
Thanks!

Nan Ellen D. East, Executive Director
nanelleneast@ arkdisabilityrights.org

If youi wmmm

Nan Ellen and Jack East

Nan Ellen East

Frank Swift In memory of Elizabeth Caplinger

1100 North University, Suite 201
Little Rock, AR 72207

Member, National
Disability
Rights Network

The contents of thiBRC Briefare solely

the responsibility of the grantee and do not
necessarily represent the official views of
the funding agencies that are the U.S. Dept.
of Health and Human Services/Administration
on Developmental Disabilities and Center
for Mental Health Services, U.S. Dept. of
Education/Rehabilitation Services
Administration, Health Resources and
Services Administration, and the Social
Security Administration.

This DRC Brief is on our website, and is
available upon request in other formats such
as Braille, large print, disk and in Spanish.
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