
DISABILITY RIGHTS CENTER
Celebrating 30 Years -- 1977 to 2007

The Protection and Advocacy System for People with Disabilities in Arkansas

Side Bar 30 Years of Advocacy
–It’s been a Bumpy Ride-Disability Rights Center 1977 – 2007

When Disability Rights Center (formerly Advocacy Services, Inc.) was designated as the 
Protection and Advocacy System in Arkansas we started with a $20,000 federal appropriation 
for our single Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with D evelopmental Disabilities program 
and one and ½ staff members focusing primarily on representi ng clients against their local 
school districts to ensure that the Education for All Handic apped Children Act, passed in 1975, 
was implemented. Since we started in 1977, regulations for Se ction 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act 1973 were adopted; the Civil Rights for Institutional Per sons Act was passed in 1979; 
the Fair Housing Amendments of 1988 included protections for people with disabilities; 
the landmark legislation, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, was signed into law 
by President George H.W. Bush. Today, DRC has 8 federally aut horized programs protecting 
the rights of all individuals with disabilities in Arkansas w ith federal appropriations equaling 
$1,357,813 and a staff of 23. 

Although there have been many advances, discrimination con tinues.  We still •nd ourselves 
representing students with disabilities who are discrimin ated against by their local school 
districts; representing clients against their rehabilitat ion counselors; employees being 
discriminated at their job because of their disability; res idents who are not receiving appropriate 
treatment while in an institution; residents not being allo wed to leave the institution and live 
independently; recipients not being able to go to work while retaining their SSI or SSDI; people 
with disabilities who are not provided assistive technology devices; government agencies not 
making their programs available to people with disabilitie s; or business not making their goods 
and services available to people with disabilities, and inaccessible h ousing…it goes on and on.

Collaboration with agencies, providers, consumers and fami ly members to protect the rights 
of people with disabilities in Arkansas has been a priority f or DRC for 30 years. We worked 
with consumers, family members, organizations, legislato rs and businesses to form groups like 
MINDANET, PEOPL, the ADA Roundtable, CAN DO, KIDS Count Coal ition, ARPIE, and advisory 
councils for our traumatic brain injury and mental health pr ograms to work with us to advocate 
for change so that people with disabilities can lead indepen dent, and productive lives.  DRC has 
organized numerous media campaigns to focus public attenti on on ways to salvage Medicaid 
when cuts were proposed because of so-called budget short fa lls; or expose the “culture of 
abuse” we found at the Arkansas State Hospital; or protect th e rights of youth from abuse 
and neglect in the juvenile justice system; or question the l ack of special education programs 
in alternative learning environments.  Our creative public service announcements in conjunction 
with CAN Do, Inc. and our Voting Rights DVDs have shown people with disabilities that they 
can lead valued lives participating in their communities.  Our successful client and systemic 
advocacy on behalf of people with disabilities is due in larg e part to the hard work of each of 
these groups, the DRC Board, our advisory council members and staff.

To read more about the 30 years of DRC, visit our website @ www.arkdisabilityr ights.org

In Memoriam
On October 1, 1977, Governor Pryor appointed Jim to be the state’s •rst advocate for people with developmental disabilities. He worked in 

the of•ce of Governor Pryor in the basement of the Capitol until 1980 when he became the Executive Director of Advocacy Services, Inc. (ASI) 
and moved into of•ces at the Medical Arts Building. Jim left his position at ASI in 1981 to become the Director of the Division of Services 
for the Blind. A position he held until his death on November 24, 2007. Jim was a tireless •ghter for the rights of people with disabilities. His 
work during the time he was Executive Director of ASI enabled many children with disabilities to participate equally in our public schools. 
He will be missed.  
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DRC released its new publication:

Calendar for System of Care
meeting schedule 

12/18/2007 11:30 AM  
 Family and Youth Network Group Meeting

12/20/2007 11:00 AM  
 Local Infrastructure Work Group Sub-Committee
(Care Coordination)

1/3/2008 1:00 PM  
Behavioral Health Care Commission Meeting
2404 N. University, UA Board Room

1/15/2008 1:00 PM  
Outcomes and Assessment Work Group Meeting
location too be announced

2/5/2008 9:30 AM  
Training and Work Force Development Committee
4800 W. 7th, DBHS conference 

2/21/2008 1:00 PM  
Behavioral Health Care Commission Meeting
2404 N. University, UA Board Room

4/17/2008 1:00 PM  
Behavioral Health Care Commission Meeting
2404 N. University, UA Board Room

6/19/2008 1:00 PM  
Behavioral Health Care Commission Meeting
2404 N. University, UA Board Room

8/21/2008 1:00 PM  
Behavioral Health Care Commission Meeting
location to be announced

10/16/2008 1:00 PM  
Behavioral Health Care Commission Meeting
location to be announced

For more information contact:  Elisabeth Wright Burak
DHS Director of Policy and Planning – DHS Lead Staff
Elisabeth.Burak@arkansas.gov, 501-683-2644

http://www.arsoc.org/

What is Act 1593?
Act 1593 of the 2007 Regular Session, seeks to “establish the 

principles of a System of Care for behavioral health care services 
for children and youth as the public policy of the state.” The Act:
• Creates a governor-appointed Children’s Behavioral Health 

Care Commission, which will be appointed by August 2007. The 
commission will have ten (10) to twenty (20) representatives of youth, 
families, advocates, providers, and other critical stakeholders.

• Requires the Department of Human Services, under the advisement 
of the Commission, to:
����Ensure that children, youth and their families are full partners 

in all aspects of the system of care;
���� Revise Medicaid rules and regulations to increase quality, 

accountability and appropriateness of Medicaid reimbursed 
behavioral health care services;

�� �� D e f i n e  a 
s t a n d a r d i z e d 
screening and 
a s s e s s m e n t 
process designed 
to provide early 
identif ication of 
condit ions that 
require behavioral 
h e a l t h  c a r e 
services; and

�� �� Develop an 
outcomes-based 
d a t a  s y s t e m 
to suppor t an 
improved system 
o f  t r a c k i n g , 
accountabi l i t y 
and decision-
making.

Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to the law as it existed 
prior to this session of the General Assembly. 

Act 1593 of the Regular Session 
State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/21/07  H3/26/07   1 

86th General Assembly A Bill 2 

Regular Session, 2007  HOUSE BILL   2358 3 

4 

By:  Representatives E. Brown, Pennartz, D. Creekmore, Reep, Bond, Pate, Webb, J. Johnson, Powers,5 

Pierce, T. Baker, J. Roebuck, Cash, Hyde, Pickett, Stewart, Wagner, Cornwell, Reynolds, Rosenbaum, 6 

Walters, Harrelson, Harris, T. Bradford, Chesterfield, Blount, J. Brown, Cooper, Rainey, Garner, S. 7 

Prater, Wills, Gaskill, King, Everett, S. Dobbins, Maxwell, Allen, Cheatham, W. Lewellen, Shelby, 8 

Lowery, Glidewell, R. Green, Hoyt, Patterson, Cook, Medley, George, Dunn, L. Evans, Jeffrey, Sullivan, 9 

Moore, Wood, Pyle, Hall, Davenport, D. Hutchinson, Woods, Burkes10 

By:  Senators Salmon, R. Thompson, Madison, Trusty 11 

12 

13 

For An Act To Be Entitled 14 

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE PRINCIPLES OF A SYSTEM OF 15 

CARE FOR BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CARE SERVICES FOR 16 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH AS THE PUBLIC POLICY OF THE 17 

STATE; FOR IMPROVING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF 18 

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AND RELATED SERVICES TO 19 

CHILDREN, YOUTH AND THEIR FAMILIES; AND FOR OTHER 20 

PURPOSES. 21 

 22 

 23 

Subtitle24 

AN ACT TO ENSURE BETTER UTILIZATION AND  25 

COORDINATION OF THE STATE!S BEHAVIORAL  26 

HEALTH CARE RESOURCES DEVOTED TO SERVING  27 

CHILDREN, YOUTH AND THEIR FAMILIES. 28 

 29 

 30 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:    31 

 32 

 SECTION 1.  Arkansas Code Title 20, Chapter 47 is a mended to add an 33 

additional subchapter to read as follows: 34 

 20-47-601.  Title.  35 

IDEA: A Parent’s Guide booklet, a parent-friendly introduction 
to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. A companion 
to the larger 90+ page DRC ‘Bluebook’ (Parent’s Guide Civil 
Rights/Education), the new booklet is a collaborative effort of 
the Arkansas DD Network (Governor’s Developmental 
Disabilities Council, Partners for Inclusive Communities, 
and the Disability Rights Center). We incorporated input 
from disability organizations and parents from around the 
state when writing the booklet. Attorney J. William Cain, Jr. 
(deceased) was the primary author, taking on the challenge of 
reducing the law and our Bluebook to this much briefer new 
resource for parents of children with disabilities.

Please let us know if you would like a free copy (copies for 
parents) of this neat 4½” X 8 ½“ booklet.



Fal l  Family Fest ival
October 20, 2007, 
the annual Fal l 
Family Festival , 
with a theme of 
c o w b o y s  a n d 
Ind ians was a 
galloping success 
this year at Little 
Rock’s Murray Park. 
DRC Board member 
Evelyn Bradford 
joined DRC staff 
Vincent McKinney, 
Nell Coleman and 
SeRonna Rodgers 
to help the 400+ 
consumers, families and the public have a great time. Another 
collaborative venture with non-pro•t disability gro ups, state 
and local agencies, and business resulted in great role models, 
learning about resources, making crafts, eating and having 
fun in the sun.

Vincent McKinney and Evelyn Bradford

On Tuesday, October 16, 2007, Veterans and their families came out 
to watch some lively entertainment provided by the 106th Army Band 
at this year’s Arkansas State Fair. Veterans received free parking and 
admission to the fair and were presented with a U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs Commemorative coin. MG William Wofford, Adjutant 
General of the Arkansas Army National Guard spoke along with 
Governor Mike Beebe. Dr. Tom Patterson, MC for the event had this to 
say, “The ‘Salute to Military Families’ at the Arkansas State Fair gave 
our community a chance to rally around those who defend us and our 
freedom. Great weather and record-breaking State Fair attendance on 
October 16th made this a splendid day. Nearly 1,500 service members, 
veterans and family members made use of the special free admission 
for this event. The evening concert by the Arkansas Jazz Orchestra 
from Hot Springs was a perfect end to a memorable day. It helped to 
underline our one unambiguous message: Thank you!”

Thanks to the assistance of SFC (Ret) Barbara Lee, ARNG 
Transition Assistance Advisor, Disability Rights Center staff and 
Loretta Alexander, TBI Implementation Grant coordinator, were able to 
participate with a display booth and to answer questions about TBI and 
give out material. Ann Fullerton, Coordinator for DRC’S TBI Program 
stated, “Military Family Night at the State Fair turned out to be a great 
success and we hope to continue our networking with the Transition 
Assistance Advisor, Barbara Lee. Through this networking we will be 
able to reach and provide more assistance to the military personnel in 
need of our services.” 

Governor Appoints TBI Task Force Members

On February 19, 2007, Arkansas Governor Mike Beebe signed 
H.B. 1131 (Act 125), which establishes the Arkansas Legislative 
Task Force on Traumatic Brain Injury to:

Study the rates and severity of traumatic brain injuries in 
Arkansas;

Project the incidence of traumatic brain injuries over the next 10 
years;

Develop a strategic statewide plan to ensure an appropriately 
prepared workforce to treat individuals with traumatic brain injury 
and to provide for rehabilitation services. 

The Act calls for the Task Force to be composed of stakeholders 
from health care providers, the health care industry, business, the 
legislature, and the public. 

On November 16, 2007, the following were appointed to the TBI 
Task Force; 

Melinda Davis - Benton Jack Robertson - Roland
Jennifer Feagan - Ward Terri Root - Little Rock
Dana Barber Gonzales - Little Rock Gary Souheaver - Little Rock
Amanda Goodard - Jacksonville Charles Stewart - Little Rock
Diane Gottsponer - Conway James Thurman - Conway
Kristen Jarrad - Little Rock Amanda Warren - Magnolia
Rebecca Keith - Bay

DRC Participates in Military Family Night at the Ar kansas State Fair

Mary Sebastian, Loretta Alexander, Ann Fullerton and Jennifer Holloway
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The contents of this DRC Brief are solely 
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Contact us any time, (501) 296-1775 in 
Little Rock, or 1-800-482-1174 V/TTY.  
If you do not have access to the internet 
and would like to receive information or 
publications from DRC, please contact 
us.  If you do not wish to receive future 
newsletters or other mailings or emails, 
please let us know by contacting us via 
phone or email.  

Thanks!

Nan Ellen D. East, Executive Director
nanelleneast@arkdisabilityrights.org
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Contributions to DRC
since October 2006

Donations – 0 to $50

Olivia Root
Frank and Terry Milat
Lendora Early
Karen Nellums
Robert Waite
Penny Willmering

$51 - $100

Bill (John) Peters

$101 - $1000 +

Nan Ellen and Jack East
Frank Swift

Memorials
In memory of Anthony Minyard
Cristee Minyard

In memory of John Albert Healey
Nan Ellen East

In memory of J. William (Bill) Cain, Jr.
Amy Rossi
Nan Ellen East

In memory of Christy Godwin Tilbury
Nan Ellen East

In memory of Susan Swift
Frank Swift

In memory of James (Jim) Hudson
Disability Rights Center

In memory of Elizabeth Caplinger
Nan Ellen East

AHEAD
The Board of the Arkansas Association on Higher Education and Disability (ARK-AHEAD) 
selected DRC’S Latisha Y. McClendon as a Member at Large. McClendon’s  membership 
in this association will provide DRC the opportunity to collaborate with other ARK-AHEAD 
members on issues regarding students transitioning  from school to work and/or college.


